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legs and the knobbed apices of the femora. The colouring
is usually -unobtrusive.

Up to the present they have been somewhat overlooked,
and little is known of their life-history ; but it is reasonable
to suppose that their habits are similar to those of the
Coreids.

There are eight British species of no economic importance.

(Myodochidoe, Golobathristidce).
Antennae inserted on the side of the head.   Ocelli present.

A large family, widely distributed throughout the world.

Many of these insects cannot easily be distinguished from
many of the smaller Coreids ; but as a rule the antennae are
obviously inserted on the sides of the head, nearer the eyes
than in the Coreids. The venation of the membranous part
of the hemelytra also differs, for in the Lygaeids there are two
basal cells which are wanting in the Coreid venation. Large
size is not a characteristic of these insects, few being over half
an inch in length. The colouring is variable, in some cases
being vividly warning, and in others, dull, cryptic brown or
grey.

The head is of moderate size, with compound eyes, two
ocelli and fairly long antennae. The rostrum is straight.
The legs are long. Sex recognition by external characters is
very difficult, if not impossible.

The life-histories of few species have been worked out.
Oval eggs are laid in clusters, either on the soil or on the food-
plants. Some species are undoubtedly plant-feeders, and a
few are known to be predaceous : but the habits of the majority
remain a matter of conjecture. Both adults and nymphs are
found in a variety of situations : in grass and low herbage,
among fallen leaves, and on tree trunks, in some cases.

There are sixty-six British species, all of which are small,
dull-coloured forms.

There are a few Lygaeids of economic importance, such as
species of the genus Blissus which attack wheat. Oxycarcenus
and Oncopeltus are serious pests of cotton as they not only
suck the seeds, but stain the lint with their excreta.
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